Persuasive Campaign Promoting Social Good Project					           CTAC 350 Sears
Campaign Project – Assignment 1 (10 pts.): 
Persuasive Campaign Approval Form
The first step in your persuasive campaign project is to obtain instructor approval for your campaign. See the assignment explanation (in your syllabus) for project examples.  Complete this form and submit to Canvas to obtain approval (See Course Calendar for due date). 
1.  Your name: Paige Kenyon
2. In a simple declarative sentence, identify what specific change you feel is needed (i.e. what action is your campaign promoting/advocating/selling/etc.):
My campaign will be promoting the requirement of mental health awareness classes to be taught in K-8 schools in Michigan. 
3. Provide 2-3 sentences that identify the specific social good that will be achieved if your change occurs.  (You don't have to save the world, but you should aim to improve the quality of life for someone/something.)
If mental health awareness classes are taught in K-8 schools in Michigan, more children will be able to identify the early signs of mental health disorders, whether that be within themselves or maybe their friends! Additionally, students will know about the resources and coping techniques that are available to them if they are struggling with their mental health. 
4. Explain why are you excited about this campaign?
I am excited about this campaign because I feel that there is a huge mental health crisis within the K-8 age group that isn’t being addressed. According to the CDC, 4.4 million children (between the ages of 3-17) have been diagnosed with anxiety and 1.9 million have been diagnosed with depression. Additionally, there are more children who haven’t been formally diagnosed.
5. My campaign is:  
a.  (check one) ____ local   ____ regional   __X__ state   ____ national   ____international                     
b.  (check one) ____political ____marketing ___ public health _ X__advocacy  ____other (explain)
											_________________
6. Identify 2-3 campaigns that are similar to the campaign you want to plan. Be sure to provide the sources for your information (use MLA or APA citation). 
A campaign that is currently out there that is similar to my idea is declaring May 7th as Children's Mental Health Awareness Day in the state of Michigan. (The Michigan Legislature, 2021) This proposition was passed by the Michigan House on May 6th, 2021. While this does bring awareness to mental health within children, it does not directly aim to make a lasting impact. 

Another campaign that is current out there that is similar to my idea is the Peer-to-Peer program that the Einsenberg Family Depression Center and Ann Arbor Public Schools brought to middle and high schoolers. This program has been running since 2007. “The goals of the Peer-to-Peer Depression Awareness Campaign are to 1) educate middle and high school students about depression and depressive illnesses, and 2) support them in finding creative ways to convey this knowledge to their peers in order to reduce stigma, raise awareness, encourage help-seeking when needed, and ultimately, help to promote the early detection of depression, bipolar disorder, and related illnesses” (Regents of the University of Michigan, 2022). This campaign focuses primarily on depression within children and young adults.
Resources:
The Michigan Legislature. (2021). Michigan Legislature. Michigan Legislature - Search Results. Retrieved January 30, 2022, from https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(ljtsuzz3jv5qgd2cknvom5o1))/mileg.aspx?page=ExecuteSearch&legislativesession=2021-2022&chamber=House&SequenceNo=50000&sponsor=Mary+Whiteford 
Regents of the University of Michigan. (2022). Peer-to-peer. Peer-to-Peer | Depression Center | Michigan Medicine. Retrieved January 30, 2022, from https://www.depressioncenter.org/p2p 
7. Will any government action be needed to achieve your campaign goal? Identify the type of action (e.g., new state law, United Nations action, etc.):
Yes, there would need to be a new state law requiring K-8 schools to incorporate mental health awareness courses in their curriculum. 
8. Finally, include a short mission statement for your campaign.  Post this mission statement along with your campaign's name to your blog (provide link in form).
Our mission is to improve the well-being of children in Michigan by promoting the addition of mental health awareness courses to curriculum for all K-8 schools.

The name of my campaign is Children’s Mental Health Matters. I have included screenshots of my Wix website below. 
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Our mission is to improve the well-being of
children in Michigan by promoting the addition
of mental health awareness courses to
curriculum for all K-8 schools.





